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Light and Dark

Carol Austermann

Ancient civilizations built bonfires during ling To the delight of children mythical animals may

winter nights to brighten their dark world. We have appear. Many homes look like ginger bread

electricity to light up our dark world. Even objects houses outlined in lights.

that look like candles, wax and flame, are powered

by batteries. Ski trails are outlined in white and colored lights.
Day and night these lights brighten the world

Many people continue to power their Christmas around us and wish everyone a “Happy New

displays and now add outside areas for winter Year”, the year of the rabbit.

activities like sledding, skiing and skating.

Lights are strung on front porches. While children
build snowman in front yards, adults grab a
beverage of choice and watch from porches.
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Student who won the Junior High School Division
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Greeting from IFAI

On October 30t, Ibaraki City held an English Speech Contest for
junior and senior high school students.

Due to the influence of Covid-19, it was held for the first time in
three years.

16 junior high school students participated and recite the assignment
“A glass of milk”.

5 high school students participated and recited a free theme that they
thought up.

The content of the junior high school students’ assignments was
heartwarming, and the audience was deeply moved.

The theme of the winning student’s speech in the high school
division was “The Power of Multilingualism.”

The winning students in each division received a wonderful trophy
from the City of Minneapolis.

The winner commented “I am very happy to win because the trophy
is shining brightly. I will continue to study English hard.”

Thank you for providing such a wonderful trophy.

Student who won the High School Division
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Thank you to all who donated to MISCA through the Give
to the MAX program last November!

We were able to raise over $1000 to help fund our programs
for the coming year and to also add to our fund for future
repairs to the Bell of Two Friends on Nicollet Island.

Upcoming programs and events:

Haiku Contest Awards Ceremony - Sunday, April 23, 2023
Downtown Library - Pohlad Auditorium

@
Nov. 17,2022

Cherry Tree Festival - May 2023

Sister Cities Day - July 2023

Holidazzle - 2022

MISCA again was able to present at the Holidazzle festivities in Loring Park on Saturday, December 17 from
noon to 3 pm. This year we had a table in the beer tent/warming house. This was much warmer than the tent
we had outside the previous year.

Many people were in the tent - although most of them were more interested in the Vikings football game that
was on the two large screen televisions.

However, we did have children and adults stop by our table. Here they were able to learn how to make an
origami Christmas tree or try their hand at the chopstick game - moving beans from one plate to another only
using chopsticks. Winners received chocolate Pocky Sticks as a prize. Also, Karen Kersting was able to tell two
kamishibai stories for the children and adults who stopped by.

The Zen Box dining room is now open! A portion of the dining room is set aside for walk ins;
seating here is first come first served. Zen Box is still offering takeout delivery and is open
Tuesday through Thursday from 5:00 - 9 p.m. and Friday through Saturday from 5:00 - 10:00
p.m.

MINNIBARAKTI - Past Issues

Looking for some information from a past issue of MINNIBARAKI?

All past and current issues of MINNIBARAKI can be found at the following link (copy and paste into
your browser):

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/16 FIWH9sgFtalMN8wHIQ1eCFand3iAON8?usp=sharing
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Explore Ibaraki (Part 2) - IIN

In the northern part of Ibaraki, there is an area called “Hidden Christian Village.”

What is “Hidden Christin Village”? Why did they have to hide their faith? How is the area now? We
hope you will have an interest in that area.

In 1549, Christianity was introduced to Japan by Xavier a
Jesuit Missionary.

War-lords like Nobunaga and Hideyoshi allowed Spain and
Portugal to disseminate the old Christianity or Catholicism in
exchange for weapons. On the other hand, Holland, newly-
independent from Spain, believed in Protestantism and
supported Tokugawa. Tokugawa banned Christianity
because the Shogunate was afraid of their power, however,
Ieyasu allowed Holland only trade to get cannons for the last
war in the 16th Century.

Protestant

Hideyoshi | eyasu

/ Monkey Racoon dog

Nobunaga

Horse

The Christians account for 37% of the population Ratio of Japanese religion
Ratio of Japanese Religion

in the world, followed by Muslim. What is the Christi
.. ristians N
ratio in Japan? 4

1%

The ratio of Christianity is very low. The Meiji
government forced Shintoism as a state religion
and people remembered the severe persecution of
Christianity in the Edo period.

1. Shintoism

2. Buddhists
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2. The persecution of Christians in the Edo period.

In the 17th C., warlords felt threatened because of the

growing power of Christianity. The persecution of Christians
So, the Tokugawa Shogunate used Fumie as a test to in the Edo period
identify if people were Christians. What is Fumie?

Fumie is a small bronze tablet with the image of Jesus
Christ on the cross or the Virgin Mary displayed on it.

If someone stepped on the Fumie, it demonstrated that
the person was not a Christian because a Christian never
stepped on the image of Jesus or Mary. The reason was
the policy in the Tokugawa period to find hidden
Christians and wipe out Christianity in Japan. Fumie
began in 1628.

A man stepping on the Fumie,
officials observe him carefully

"y) .

During the 17th-19th centuries, lords used bulletin
boards called Takafuda at the entrance or center of the
village to tell people of rules, regulations, laws, and
news. If a person broke the rules, he was considered the
worst kind of criminal, and both he and his family were
sentenced to heavy punishment, often including the
death penalty.

On the Takafuda, you could read notices that stated if
one found a missionary or Christian and informed the
officials, one would receive 500 silver coins which are
worth 3.5 million dollars today. If a person broke the
rules, he was considered the worst kind of criminal, and
both he and his family were sentenced to heavy
punishment, often including the death penalty. But
gradually, many Christians began hiding their faith and
pretending to adopt Buddhism. Fumie gradually became

Rewards
500 pieces of silver ($ 3.5million)
: information of a Padre or Father

an annual celebratory event but continued as a cultural 300 pieces of sitver ($2.1million)

event. : information of a monk

For this reason, Fumie lost its original utility as a method Maruyama Geisha competed in gorgeous kimonos
of finding Christians because Christians were willing to on New Year days

step on it to save their lives.

The act of Fumie was abolished in 1858. In 1873, the
persecution of Christians shrank, aided by removing
these bulletin boards.

Gradually Fumie lost its original meaning
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3. Ukon Takayama, Christian Feudal Lord

UkonTakayama first met Christianity at the age of 12 in 1564, when
he was moved by the sermons of Lorenzo, a Jesuit Pastor, and
was baptized at Sawa Castle in Nara Prefecture at the urging of
his father.

Ukon Takayama succeeded his father as lord of Takatsuki 40,000-
goku castle in 1573.

Ukon built more than 20 churches and devoted time developing
the castle town.

It is said that at that time, more than 70% of the population of
25,000 were Christians.

After the rebellion of Murashige Araki (1578) Ukon was given the
territory of Ninchoji Gokasho by Nobunaga Oda for his
achievements. Sen’daiji and Simo-otowa were also included in this
area.

He led many warlords to Christianity, including Kanbee Kuroda,
Yukinaga Konishi, Toshisada Monomura. Tadaoki Hosokawa and
Toshiie Maeda were not baptized to Christian but favorable to
faith because of his influence.

In addition, he is highly educated as a famous castle person who
is said to be a master castle architect who was involved in the
design of Takaoka Castle and Kanazawa Castle, and in the world of
tea, he is counted as one of Sen no Rikyu’s disciples “The seven
disciples of Rikyu”

Even though he was persecuted many times, such as Hidetoshi
Toyotomi’s sudden ban on Bateren and leyasu’s expulsion from the
country, Ukon never gave up on being a Christian.

Sen no Rikyu also encouraged Ukon to convert, but Ukon
stubbornly refused to give up his faith,

However, in 1587, when Hideyoshi Toyotomi issued “the Edict
expelling Jesuit missionaries”, he did not renounce his Christian
faith, so he was expelled from the village. After that, he was
invited by Toshiie Maeda of Kaga clan and spent 26 years there.
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4. Takayama UKON in the KAGA domain

After leaving Takatsuki castle, UKON gave up his position as a feudal lord and came to the KAGA clan. Kanazawa
catholic church stands on the ruins of UKON'’s mansion.

Traces of Hidden Christians at HONGYO]I temple in NANAO city.

The KAGA clan increased the number of believers by combining trade and Christianity. Under the shogunate’s ban
on Christianity, UKON built a monastery and Zeus tower in precinct of this temple for MAEDA family, vassals, and
Christian believers. And he made a base for spreading Western knowledge such as religion, medicine, and
architecture. The hidden Christian Buddha is still famous. When Christians pray, they spread his hands. At that
moment the cross appears on his chest. There are many relics related to Christianity.

A

s

UKON banished to MANILA

He was in the KAGA clan for 26 years.
In 1613, he was banished to MANILA due to the shogunate’s ban Christianity. He died the year after that.
When leaving HONGYOJI temple, he left a letter of farewell to Japan.

In 2016, the year after the four hundredth anniversary of his death, UKON was beautified by the Vatican as a
Catholic martyr.

UKON’s statue in an old Japanese village in
MANILA
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5. Christian Relics Depository

In Sendaiji, the northern part of Ibaraki, 10 families of hidden Christians lived
under persecution of Christians. This depository exhibits nearly 70 Christian
relics that were secretly preserved for 300 years in those families.

The depository was built in 1987.

This wooden chest was hidden behind a ceiling beam of a Christians” house.
For generations, only the first son of the family was informed of its existence
along with the order that it should never be opened.

In spite of the hesitation of the hidden Christians” descendants, who feared
breaking the family rules, scholars ventured to open this box in 1919, to find
many Christian relics packed in it.
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1) Portrait of Francisco Xavier: This portrait is a symbol of introduction of Christianity. Every Japanese
history textbook shows this portrait.

2) Fifteen Mysteries of Virgin Mary: It shows Virgin Mary’s life with joy, with suffering, and with glory. It
helped people learn and transmit their faith.

3) Wooden statue of Jesus: This statue was packed in a small columnar container. Hands of the statue were
taken apart in the container.

4) Textbook: This teaches Christian’s prayers, rituals, and behavioral principles. Under the ban of
Christianity, this textbook was a manual to keep their customs as Christians.

5) Medals: These accessories were mental supports for hidden Christians under persecution.
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6. Tanada, Original scenery of Japan

Rice paddies built on the slopes of mountains are
called “TANADA” in Japanese and are very
ordinary landscapes in Japan. “TANA” means
terrace and “Da” means rice field.

TANARAS

By the mid -17th century, when there were no civil

Vot e obes wars, the population was growing, then more food
Som T was needed. However, Japan is a mountainous
country with little arable land, so rice paddies were
being built on the slopes of mountains.

Farmer 85%

In those days, the population of farmers accounted
for about 85% of the nation's population.

This picture shows farmers measuring rice
and paying taxes in front
of the officials.

Rice was treated as a valuable financial resource
and served as a way to pay taxes. It was a heavy
burden for the farmers. The second picture shows
farmers paying taxes by measuring rice in front of
the officials.

Autumn brings abundant fruits. Above all, we are
filled with great sense of happiness when we eat
fresh rice.

Delicious rice is now cooked!

Autumn has comel
The rice plants are
bountiful and ready

Good points of TANADA! TANADA has the function of protecting the
Conane s e : environment. They have great capacity to store
| TANADA has the function of protecting thenvironment. | rainwater preventing lal’ldslides al’ld Soil runoff. SO,

they are called “small dam”.

And also, Rice fields preserve and nurture various
creatures.

And rice plants absorb carbon dioxide and prevent
global warming. This exactly realize the basic
philosophy of SDGs!
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7. The Ai River Dam and Dam Curry

We'll introduce the history of the Ai River Dam and Dam
curry.

The Ai River Dam was finally completed around 50 years
after its initial plan.

Based on the concept of "making the area around the dam
a new attraction in Ibaraki", the area gives us a lot of fun
and healing! They are planning a refreshing space for
water and greenery.

Until now, we have conveyed the charm of the area
around the dam through events and dam curry. Dam
curry is served at 12 restaurants in the city, and you can
enjoy the different tastes at each restaurant.

The Ai River flows through the northern Osaka Prefecture,
joins the Kanzaki River, and flows into Osaka Bay. In July
1967 (Showa 42) Torrential rain struck, and the Ai River
collapsed near Nonomiya in Ibaraki City. It was severely
damaged.

The Ai River Dam was planned as a drastic flood control
measure in the Ai River basin in the wake of the heavy
rains in the Hokusetsu Torrential rain. However, residents
of the submerged area strongly opposed it. It was settled
with the provision of alternative housing areas.

In 2014 Construction main body started. In 2022 Test
flooding has begun. The Ai River Dam is a rare suburban
dam in Japan and can be visited in a short time from the
urban area. It is attracting attention as a hub base in the
northern area of Ibaraki City.

"To the next Ibaraki". This is a message sent out to
commemorate the 70th anniversary of the enforcement of
Ibaraki city system in 2019 (Heisei 30) "To the next Ibaraki"
suggests “next stage of Ibaraki” or “promising Ibakaki.”

The phrase on the bottom reads “There is next (k) in
Ibaraki (A A).” How do you like this wordplay?

KRR, K355,

10
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The MINNIBARAKI newsletter is published quarterly (February, May, August
and November) by the Minneapolis-Ibaraki Sister City Association.

MINNEAPOLIS IBARAKI
SISTER CITY
ASSOCIATION

Board of Directors

Karl Reinhard........cccccooviiiniicincnne President
Patrick Good ........cccoviciiiiiicninane Vice President
Helane Monsour............cccccccurueicicunenn. Secretary
Cynthia Haskell ... Treasurer

Board Members
Sharon Balke
Brian Haskell

Karen Kersting

Dan Rolf

Werner Kohler

Mary Witkus

More Information
Website: misca.us
Facebook: Search for MISCA
Email: misca.info@gmail.com
Postal address:

MISCA

¢/ o Meet Minneapolis

801 Marquette Ave S. Suite 100
Minneapolis, MN 55402
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Upcoming Board Meetings:
March 6 - 6:30 pm Zoom

Board meetings are usually held
via Zoom

If you would like to participate,
please email Karl Reinhard at:

Upcoming Events

Haiku Contest
Awards Ceremony
Sunday, April 23 2 pm
Downtown Library

Pohlad Auditorium

Cherry Tree Festival
TBD - A Sunday in May

Please check out or
Facebook page for
additional information




